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If there's anything that can take the fun out of a picnic..... or the com-— 
fort out of sleeping..... or the pleasure out of sitting on the porch rocking in 
the evening - it's mosquitoes! You settle down with a newspaper or lie down for 
a nap, or the neighbors come to talk till bedtime, and what happens? Mosquitoes 
start buzzing and zooming around..... and they don't take it all out in buzzing 
either, 

nwOosquitoes have been waging war against human beings for hundreds of years, 

end sometimes man has lost. Yellow fever and malaria have taken their toll in 
lives and health, and even when mosquitoes haven't meant death or bad health, 
they've meant discomfort and annoyance, We've gone a long way toward controlling 
mosquitoes, but we haven't gone far enough. It seems we would profit from a lot 
of one-man mosquito campaigns. Maybe if we launched some mass counter-attacks 
too, we'd get somewhere. 

In the first place, we should see that millions of mosquitoes don't even 
get born. These night-biting "dive-bombers" of the insect world shouldn't see 
the light of day. We can start by destroying their breeding places. Mosquitoes, 
you know, breed in water - some species prefer stagnant water, some clean spring 
water, some salt water, and some icy cold mountain water. 

Out in the yard, and barn lot, let's see if there are old rain barrels 
Setting around ..... or old tubs half full of water, or unused cisterns, or water 
troughs, Maybe there's a stagnant pond near the house, or some mud puddles that 


water stands in a long time, Or old rubbish and trash heaps. Hordes of mosquitoes 


fan breed in tin cans or bottles that catch water, in old pots, pans, jaré, 


' kos 


' 
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> cans, chicken waterers; and automobile tires. 

3ybe you thought mosquitoes breed in tall grass or weeds or shrubbery or 
iceuse you! ve seen them flying around there, But they don't - unless 

ing is hidden there that holds water, like a mud puddle or tin cans. They 
‘too, to take shelter against wind and sun in tall weeds and shrubbery. wos- 
28 like broken eaves and sagging roof gutters that water stands in, and old 
ow stumps around the place, Take a look around your house and see how many 
lite "nests" you can find. Let <6 youngsters help, too — they'll have fun 


wg who can find the most, and get rid of then, 


Pick up rubbish and trash in the yard, and keep trash piles as far from 


house as possible. Some people always punch holes in odl tin cans before they 
w them away so they won't hold water. Fill up mud vouddles with dirt or sand, 


| ibe sure to empty tanks and barrels at least once a week if water isn't changed 
boa 
| f i them some other way. Empty and clean water troughs and chicken pans as often 


i. - 
A lot of people cover large water containers like tanks and barrels with 
7 ee 
/ a eens to keep mosquitoes. Sixteen- or 18-mésh wire is all right. Fill or drain 
old ponds or roadside ditches near the house by dumping a few loads of dirt in them, 
Put a load or two of dirt in the low places in the yard, if necessary, ond it will 
i= pro @ apoearances as well, 


Incidentally, if you have a cellar that gets flooded during rain, it may 


_ make a fine breeding place for mosquitoes. Mosquitoes may get in it and stay all 


| 


ater..... they'll even breed there if it's warm enough. So if you can't drain 

| “~- keep it dry, better fill it up. 

| Outdoors again, maybe you have a little lily pool or rock garden - a simple 
te affair you made yourself, and this tine of year it becomes a regular mos- 


hotel ~ with YOU serving the meals. Had you thought of having goldfish in 
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op minnows", or some other kind of fish such as sunfish, that feed on 


o larvae and ‘wi gelers? Had you thought also of putting them in tanks 


ds or other places? If vegetation doesn't get too thick on the water sur- 
fish will do a good job of getting rid of mosquito eggs and wigglers. 

Besides draining places, or putting fish in them, another way is to oil 

Of course, water with oil on it isn't fit for people to drink and it looks 
jut if it helps cut down on the mosquito population, it's worth it. Sprinkle 
y kerosene or a light fuel oil on it - a cupful to a barrel or small cistern 
do the job in a few hours, 

You see, the species of mosquitoes we're interested in lay their eggs on 

of the water and when you cover the water with a thin film of oil, the mos- 

0 larvae or wigglers can't get any air, and die. (I say "good riddance!" don't 
| If you want to keep water good for dishwashing or laundry, use borax instead 
2-1/2 ounces to a gallon of water is alright. When you use oil, you must 


p renewing it —- especially after a rain. Wost people oii water about every two 
aks in summer, 


Besides killing mosquitoes and keeping them from breeding, we can screen 

n out of the house. Use 16- or 18-mesh screen,- and be sure it covers the win- 
a Full-length window screens are better than half-screens, and screen 
should fit tightly and open outward. If you live in a warm moist climate, 
‘bronze or copper wire because it will last longer. Other places, galvanized 
ill do. If your house is already screened, but doesn't keep out mosquitoes, 
painting Over the wire and look for other openings, too. 


And if mosquitoes still get in - very many of them, that is - sleep under 
mosquito net. Keep the net tucked in around the mattress and keep it mended too. 
sure the baby or young children sleep under nets at all times. Fill up cracks 
walls or floors, and see that mosquitoes don't get in through chimneys or open 
places as they often do, 


_ Incidentally, if you should spray for mosquitoes in the house — remember 
t the pests are likely to hide behind pictures, under furniture, and among 
thing in closets. They like to hide in dark places during the day and go 'fora¢ 
for people' at night. Did you know that mosquitoes worry chickens and live- 
ck too? They do, every chance they get. 
= Well, mosquitoes are a nuisance and a health menace, and we want to get rid 
ot th em as fast as we can. Most of all we don't want to winter them, so we should 
those little one-man, one-family campaigms right away. If you would like to 
ee @ about draining, or screening, or oiling 'troubled waters', your County 
40n agent or Farm Security supervisor will be glad to help you. Or the U.S. 
ment of Agriculture, Washington, D. C. will be glad to send you a little 
On mosquito control if you write for it. 
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